
On the November 7 edition of the Catholic Globe, there was an article addressing some saddening 
numbers regarding Christianity in this country. Renee Webb, the author of the article writes, “A 
‘religious landscape’ report issued Oct. 17 by the Pew Research Center found Catholics have 
slipped from 23 percent in 2009 to 20 percent today. “Nones” [people that do not have any faith] 
jumped from 17 percent in 2009 to 26 percent in 2019. In the report, the makeup of the nones 
category not only included the 17 percent who listed ‘nothing in particular’ when it comes to 
religious belief but also 4 percent atheist and 5 percent agnostic.” 

  

Those numbers should get our attention, but in all honesty, they should not surprise us. As we are 
fully aware, our diocese has had to reorganize parishes, and that is not only because of a lack of 
priests, but also because people have stopped coming to church on a regular basis. 

  

As I expressed during the interview for the article, the reasons are complex. Yes, culture has played an important role, but I 
believe we could all examine our consciences and would realize that we could and should have done more to prevent this from 
happening. I believe we should not linger in the past, but instead think of the future, while acting in the present. 

  

Something we have been hearing a lot about in the Church is the ‘New Evangelization.’ This call, which first came from Pope 
Paul VI in his 1975 apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Nuntiandi, and which popes John Paul II, Benedict XVI, and Francis have 
reiterated, should be put into practice in our parish immediately. 

  

In his 2001 apostolic letter, Novo Millennio Ineunte, Pope John Paul II said “I have often repeated the summons to the new 
evangelization. I do so again now, especially in order to insist that we must rekindle in ourselves the impetus of the beginnings 
and allow ourselves to be filled with the ardor of the apostolic preaching which followed Pentecost. We must revive in 
ourselves the burning conviction of Paul, who cried out: ‘Woe to me if I do not preach the Gospel’ (1 Cor 9:16). This passion 
will not fail to stir in the Church a new sense of mission, which cannot be left to a group of "specialists" but must involve the 
responsibility of all the members of the People of God.” 

  

In simple terms, each one of us is called to be a witness to the Gospel. Each one of us is called to be a missionary at home, in 
school, at our workplaces, at the grocery store, at the ball park, or wherever else we find ourselves. Each one of us is called to 
reach out to the fallen away Catholics in our family, among our friends, and in our parish. That is the New Evangelization. 

  

Brothers and sisters, if you have stopped coming to church, please consider this as an invitation. Please allow me to show you 
how important you are to Christ, who went to the Cross, conquered death, and is offering you the reward for his sacrifice, 
Everlasting Life! Yet, he loves us so much, that if we choose to deny him, he will honor our wishes. 

  

For us who still come to church, I want to encourage you to consider reaching out to your loved ones who have stopped 
practicing their faith. Show them why it is important that Christ is the center of our lives. Show them the joy of the Gospel. 

  

I am hopeful because I know that the joy of the Gospel is contagious, but first we need to make sure other people see it. Let’s 
make this our parish’s mission as we begin this new year. 

 

In Christ, 

Fr. David 
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Happy  New Year!  December 1st begins the season of Advent and a new liturgical year in the 
church. Advent is one of my favorite seasons and it goes by all too quickly. So much great 
music has been composed for the season of Advent, both ancient and new. Sometimes its easy 
to miss the season entirely due to preparations for Christmas, both here at the Cathedral par-
ish and in our personal lives.  
There never seems to be enough Sundays to explore all the great music for Advent. While the 
venerable hymn O Come, O Come, Emmanuel is always a staple of the Church’s hymnody during 
this season, perhaps it’s overdone in some places. Traditionally this hymn wasn’t sung until 
the last few days of Advent.  Here are some texts of Advent hymns that sometimes get over-
looked but are certainly worth rediscovering. 
The Marian hymn Alma Redemptoris Mater, is one such hymn. This hymn is sung at the conclu-

sion of the service of Compline, from the 1st Sunday of Advent through February 2nd. The translation is as follows:  
Loving Mother of our Savior, who are forever the gate of heaven and star of the sea, help all your children who, though falling, seek to rise again. You brought 
forth your own Maker while all nature wondered. You were ever a virgin, before and after you received from Gabriel that first solemn ‘Ave.’ Have mercy on  us 
sinners.  

Or how about this verse and refrain from the hymn Rorate Caeli: Be consoled, be encouraged, my people. Your salvation will come quickly.  Why are 
you crushed by sorrow because trouble has returned to you? I will rescue you, do not fear, For I am your Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 

Drop down dew, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain the Just One. 

These are just two examples of the great texts and hymns written for the season.  The musical patrimony of the church is a treasure of inesti-
mable value and must be preserved and sung. Let us strive to keep this treasure alive as we embark on this new liturgical year. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria, 
Matthew Geerlings 
Director of Sacred Music 

Sacred Music 
 



 

This December we will finish reading the article of four basic principles ”that was published in 
September this year by Adam Janke, Associate Director of the Saint Paul Evangelization Institute, 
Secretariat of Evangelization and Catechesis of the Conference of Catholic Bishops of the In the United 
States, these four basic principles are intended to train teams for parish outreach to those who identify 
themselves in the polls as atheists, agnostics or "nothing in particular" and invite us to deepen our 
Christian mission to serve as witnesses of the Gospel. 
 
4. Training in the bold proclamation of the Gospel. 
 
St. Paul Evangelization Institute offers workshops and training programs through our School of 
Evangelization where we equip Catholic disciples with the basic tools, they need to be effective in 
proclaiming the fullness of the Gospel. This includes training in Gospel proclamation, Christian 

testimony, prayer and healing ministry, evangelical apologetics, behavioral and relational ministry, and more. 
 
Training must help Catholic evangelists identify the appropriate times to talk about God’s love and mercy, his judgment and the 
possibility of eternal damnation, the saving message of Jesus Christ, and when to offer an invitation to respond to God’s grace by 
repenting of sin, exercising faith and trust in Jesus Christ, and entering the kingdom of God through the Church he founded. 
 
In our street ministry we love to give people “one good reason” to take the next step in their walk with God. We often meet 
Catholics who used to go to Church but have since gradually fallen away. “Can I give you one reason why I choose to go to 
church?” we might ask, putting the question on ourselves. “Would I love my spouse very much if I didn’t give her one hour of my 
time each week? Of course not! If I refused to spend time with her, she would throw me out of the house. And she would be right 
to do it. If we don’t spend time with God, we can’t love God.” That self-examination often helps bring people back to church 
where we can continue walking with them. 
 
Pope Saint Paul VI taught that “evangelization is in fact the grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. She 
exists in order to evangelize.” Paul VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, accessed February 1, 2019, Vatican.va, 14. 
 
If there is no Heaven or Hell, many will fail to find the purpose of religion. We can’t overcomplicate the Gospel or shy away from 
proclaiming it in its fullness with great zeal for souls. Each person we meet will spend an eternity in heaven or hell. Hell is real and 
God’s mercy to sinners is the radical antidote to it which we must proclaim. 
 
Further, Paul VI goes on to say: “Techniques of evangelization are good, but even the most advanced ones could not replace the 
gentle action of the Spirit. The most perfect preparation of the evangelizer has no effect without the Holy Spirit. Without the Holy 
Spirit the most convincing dialectic has no power over the heart of man…We live in the Church at a privileged moment of the 
Spirit.” 
 
One of the most effective means in evangelization today has been to pray for the Holy Spirit to reveal the Father’s will to a person 
through by making Himself known. Our evangelists will pray with people for a word from God for their life, for inner healing, for 
physical healing, or for God to reveal Himself in some other way. By leaving room for the action and desires of the Holy Spirit we 
are seeing people healed, discovering God in the silence of their own hearts, and experiencing His love in powerful and 
unexpected ways. 
 
Let us ask, therefore, the help of the Holy Spirit to help us have a community that walks with those who have moved away or who 
do not feel part of the church and in the same way we deepen our Christian mission to live and serve as witnesses of the Gospel 
and that next year 2020 we look forward in the hope that those who have left will return and that those who remain will walk 
alongside them living the Gospel. 
 
Santa Fernandez 
Director of Faith and Sacramental Formation 
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 Cathedral Epiphany of the 

1003 Douglas Street, Sioux City, Iowa 51105 December 2019 

MASS SCHEDULE 

Very Rev. J. David Esquiliano,  JCL Rector 
Rev. Jeremy Wind, Parochial Vicar 
Rev. Mauro Sanchez, Parochial Vicar 
Very Rev. Bradley Pelzel, V.G., In-Residence 

MON.-FRI.     12:00 pm  Cathedral      English 
                            5:30 pm  Cathedral      Spanish 
 
SATURDAY:   4:00 pm    St.  Boniface  English 
                           6:00 pm   Cathedral       Spanish 
 
SUNDAY:          8:30 am    Cathedral      Latin 
                            8:30 am    St. Joseph      English 
                          10:00 am    Cathedral      English          
                          10:30 am   St. Boniface   Spanish 
                          12:00 pm    Cathedral     Spanish 
                          12:30 pm   St. Joseph Vietnamese 
                            1:30 pm    Cathedral     Spanish 

Cathedral of the Epiphany 
1000 Douglas Street 
Sioux City, Iowa 51105 
 

 

Website         www.sccathedral.org  
Email            info@sccathedral.org  
Telephone      712-255-1637 

MASSES HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION  

Anticipated / Vigil 
5:30 p.m. St. Boniface (English) 
5:30 p.m. Cathedral (Spanish) 
On the Day of the Solemnity 
7:00 a.m. St. Joseph (English) 
12:00 p.m. Cathedral (English) 
5:30 p.m. Cathedral (Spanish) 

MASS CIVIL HOLIDAYS                             
9:00am  Cathedral (Bilingual) 

 
 
 

TUESDAY 5:30p-6:30pm  St. Joseph 
MONDAY– SUNDAY 24 Hour  
Adoration Chapel-Epiphany Center 

CONFESSIONS                              
SUNDAY               8:00a- 8:30a St Joseph  

MONDAY           4:30p -5:30p Cathedral  

TUESDAY           4:30p -5:30p Cathedral  

WEDNESDAY     4:30p-5:30p Cathedral  

THURSDAY        4:30p-5:30p Cathedral  

FRIDAY           11:30a -12:00p Cathedral  

                           4:30p to 5:30p Cathedral  

SATURDAY  3:00p to 4:00p St. Boniface  

                           5:00p to 6:00p Cathedral� 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 

 



Sunday, December 1 
 Register for Flock Notes 
 K of C Breakfast 7:30a-11:30a CH 
 NO Confirmation I-II (English - Spanish), 11a-1:15p, EC 
 RCIA Classes (English), 1p to 2:30p CCR 
 Charismatic Group (Spanish) 1:30p-6p SBH 
 K of C 2:30p-5:30p CH 
 Youth Group 6p-7:30p, EC 
Monday, December 2 
 Prayer of intercession 6p-7:30p (Spanish), EC Rm 207 
 Adult Bible Study 7p-8:30p SJH 

Tuesday, December 3 
 Knights of Columbus Mtg 6:30p-8p, CH 
Wednesday, December 4 
 Religious Education (English), 6p-7:30p EC 
 Reconciliation Centers Parent/Child, 6p-7:30p, EC 
 Confirmation II (English), 6p-7:30p EC 
 Choir Rehearsal 6:30p-8p, Cathedral  
 RICA Classes (Spanish), 6p-7:30p, EC-BR 

Friday, December 6 
 Salad Luncheon 11a, SBH 
 Religious Education (Spanish), 6p-7:30p, EC 
 Reconciliation Centers Parents/Child, 6p-7:30p, EC 

Saturday, December 7 
 2nd collection for the month (English/Latin Mass) 
 Register for ACH after mass 
 Baptisms, 11a-12p (Spanish), Cathedral 
 Charismatic Group (Spanish) 6p-8p SBH 
 Bible Study 7p-8:30p (Spanish), CCR 
Sunday, December 8 
 2nd collection for the month (English/Latin Mass) 
 Register for ACH after mass 
 Confirmation I-II (English - Spanish), 11a-1:15p, EC 
 RCIA Classes (English), 1p to 2:30p CCR 
 Charismatic Group (Spanish) 1:30p-6p SBH 
 Couples Meeting-Party (Spanish) 1pm- 5:30pm, CH 
 K of C 2:30p-5:30p CCR 
Monday, December 9 
 Prayer of intercession 6p-7:30p (Spanish), EC Rm 207 
 Adult Bible Study 7p-8:30p SJH 
Wednesday, December 11 
 Religious Education (English), 6p-7:30p EC 
 Confirmation II (English), 6p-7:30p EC  
 Reconciliation (English) at the church 6p, CH 
 RICA Classes (Spanish), 6p-7:30p, EC-BR 
 Choir Rehearsal 6:30p-8p, Cathedral  
 

Thursday, December 12 
 Charismatic 5p-10p, EC, CH 
Friday, December 13 

 Religious Education (Spanish), 6p-7:30p, EC  
Reconciliation (Spanish) at the church 6p, CH 

Saturday, December 14 
 2nd collection for Together As One (Spanish Mass) 
 Bible Study 7p-8:30p (Spanish), CCR 
Sunday, December 15 
 2nd collection for Together As One (Spanish Mass) 
 No Confirmation I-II (English - Spanish), 11a-1:15p, EC 
 RCIA Classes (English), 1p to 2:30p CCR 
 K of C 2:30p to 5:30p CH  
 Youth Group 6p-7:30p, EC 
Monday, December 16 
 Prayer of intercession 6p-7:30p (Spanish), EC Rm 207 
 Knights of Columbus Mtg 6:30p-8p, CH 
 Adult Bible Study 7p-8:30p SJH 
Tuesday, December 17 
 Parish Office Closed at 12:00 (noon) 
Wednesday, December 18 
 No Religious Education (English), 6p-7:30p EC 
 No Confirmation Second Year (English), 6p-7:30p EC 
 No Ladies of Mary Meeting 
 Choir Rehearsal 6:30p-8p, Cathedral 
 No RICA Classes (Spanish), 6p-7:30p, EC-BR 
Thursday, December 19 
 Ladies Luncheon 1pm, Minerva’s 
Friday, December 20 
 No Religious Education (Spanish), 6p-7:30p, EC 
Saturday, December 21 
 2nd collection for the month (Spanish Mass) 
 Charismatic Group (Spanish) 6p-8p SBH 
 Bible Study 7p-8:30p (Spanish), CCR 
Sunday December 22 
 2nd collection for the month (Spanish Mass) 
 No Confirmation I-II (English - Spanish), 11a-1:15p, EC 
 Charismatic Group (Spanish) 1:30p-6p SBH 
 NO RCIA Classes (English), 1:30p-2:30p CCR 
 K of C 2:30p-5:30p CH 
Monday, December 23 
 Prayer of intercession 6p-7:30p (Spanish), EC Rm 207 
 No Adult Bible Study 7p-8:30p SJH 
Tuesday, December 24 
 Parish Office Closed  
 
 



 
 
Wednesday, December 25 
 Parish Office Closed 
 No Religious Education (English), 6p-7:30p EC 
 No Confirmation II (English) 6-7:30p EC 
 No Choir Rehearsal 6:30p-8p, Cathedral 
 No RICA Classes (Spanish), 6p to 7:30p, EC 
Friday, December 27 
 No Religious Education (Spanish), 6P-7:30p, EC 

Saturday, December 28 
 Charismatic Group (Spanish) 6p-8p SBH 
 Bible Study 7p-8:30p (Spanish), CCR 
Sunday, December 29 
 No Confirmation I-II (English - Spanish), 11a-1:15p, EC 
 Charismatic Group (Spanish) 1:30p-6p SBH 
 No RCIA Classes (English), 1:30p-2:30p CCR 
 K of C 2:30p-5:30p CH 
Monday, December 30 
 Prayer of intercession 6p-7:30p (Spanish), EC Rm 207 
 No Adult Bible Study 7p-8:30p SJH 
Tuesday, December 31 
 Parish Office Closed 
  

 The deadline for Juanuary newsletter submissions is  
 Friday, January 10 

 
 
Baptisms at the Cathedral of the Epiphany Parish  
If you would like to prepare to have your child baptized, 
please visit  www.sccathedral.org/baptism for more 
information. 
 

Together As One: 

It might be the end of the year but Together As One 
continues until June 2020. Our parish payback helps to 
support the Cathedral parish. Please prayerfully consider 
making an end of the year gift to Our Diocesan Annual 
Appeal. Learn more at scdiocese.org. and check how the 
Cathedral is doing at www.sccathedral.org. 

 
Job Openings at the Cathedral of the Epiphany 
OFFICE ASSISTANCE – Bilingual part time position. 
MAINTANCE - Full time position 
Please contact the office manager Carla Kramper 712 255-1637 
ext. 104 or by email at  ckramper@sccathedral.org. 

 
 
 
 

 

Virgin of Guadalupe 

Schedule of the Celebration  

Every day we will have the Rosary at the 
novena  
Starting on December 4 until December 12 
Wednesday December 4, 5pm Cathedral 
Thursday     December 5, 5pm Cathedral 
Friday          December 6, 5pm Cathedral 
Saturday      December 7, 5pm Cathedral 
Sunday        December 8, 5pm Cathedral 
Monday       December 9, 5pm Cathedral 
Tuesday      December 10, 5pm Cathedral 
Wednesday December 11, 5pm Cathedral 
Thursday     December 12 Mañanitas at Cathedral, 4am - 6am  
                                          (Mariachi Nuevo Guachinango)  
                                          Rosary 5:30pm at Cathedral 
                                          Vigil, at Cathedral, 7am - 6pm 
                                          Holy Mass at Cathedral 6pm-7pm 
Offering of roses, praises and folklore dances, in the gymnasium at 
the Epiphany Center after Mass from 7pm to 9pm.  
 
 
 
 
Traditional Posadas 
We invite you to participate in the traditional “posadas” that 
will take place in the Cathedral of the Epiphany from 
December 16 to 24. We will start with the daily prayer of the 
Rosary in the Cathedral at 6:00 PM and then we will go 
outside and sing for “posada” and we will end with a party in 
the gymnasium of the Epiphany  Center  with a hot drink,   
bread, sweets, and games for children. 
 
 
Holy Spirit’s residents, families and staff wish to thank each 

of you that contributed to the Special Collection last month 

that was taken up at Cathedral of Epiphany Parishes for Holy 

Spirit Retirement Home. Each donation received from your 

parish; will continue to make such a huge difference in the 

quality of care and services that we provide to our residents 

here. God bless you and thank you for your continued 

support and prayers here for us at Holy Spirit.  

 
 





Cathedral of the Epiphany 
Christmas Wish List 

There are often items that the parish would like to acquire and update, but for which the normal operating budget 
does not allow. As we begin the season of Advent and anticipate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, prayerfully 
consider your ability to go above and beyond your already generous support of the parish by donating to enable us to 
obtain these desired objects or to complete the necessary projects. Donations for part of any of the items on this list 
are also welcome and appreciated. All gifts will be included in your annual contribution totals for IRS tax purposes. 

Liturgical: 

 Chalice Re-plating – $600 each (4 needed) 
 Gospel Spanish (mass book)- $475 
 TV for Cathedral plus wiring $1,000 (3 needed) 
 TV for St Boniface plus wiring $1,000  
 TV for St Joseph plus wiring $1,000 

Music: 

 Choral Music - $50 (10) 

Epiphany Center Perpetual Adoration Chapel: 

 Pedestal for angels in chapel - $800 (2 needed) 
 Security Cameras – Adoration Chapel & Install $1,500 each (2 needed) 
 Books for Chapel- $50 each set (8 needed) 

Youth Programming and Adult Faith Formation: 

 Learning Media Cart [moveable technology for classrooms] – $3,800 (3 needed) 
 

Special Event: 

 Tablecloths for Hall – $15 (32 needed) 
 Flock Note Subscription - $100m (12 needed) 

 

Remove and remit this portion with your gift. 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Gift Amount: $______________ 

Wishlist item:  
o Chalice Re-plating  
o Gospel Spanish (mass book) 
o TV for Cathedral plus wiring  
o TV for St Boniface  
o TV for St Joseph  
o Choral Music  
o Pedestal for angels in chapel  

o Security Cameras  
o Books for Chapel  
o Learning Media Cart  
o Tablecloths for Hall  
o Flock Note Subscription 
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